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January 23, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD
SUBJECT: .Congressional and,bress

1. Rick Weiss, Congressional Relations Officer for DEA,
phoned (open line) me twice late on the afternoon of January
22, 1975, giving the gist of a conversation he and Administra-
tor John Bartels had with Senator Weicker (R) of Connecticut
on Monday afternoon, January 20, 1975. The second call was
"to inform me that Shor of CBS, the New York Times, and other
press people were enerdgetically following the story. The
attached items from January 23, 1975 editions evidently are
the result, and give the main factual material Weiss passed
to me in our first conversation.

2. Weiss indicated that he and Bartels had been asked
by Weicker on Monday to keep the matters they discussed
confidential, and they had agreed. Col. Conein apparently
called on Weicker on Tuesday afternoon, Januarh’:2l, 1975.

3. The only empha51s in Weicker's presentation to the

DEA officers not played in the press reportage, but stressed

to me by Weiss, was Weicker's questlonlng about how CIA was

‘"using” other federal agencies in its activities, how Col.

Conein came to be on the Department of Justice payroll, and

what was Conein's relationship to E. Howard Hunt, which had ' \
come to light last year in Watergate Committee staff inter- |
- views. Weicker allegedly indicated he is worklng closely

with Senator Baker on the CIA angle.
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By Lawrence Meyer
Washington Poat Stafl Wrlter

", An Alexandria “clectronics” firm at-

. tempted to sell an official of the Drug
. Enforgement Administration

‘ r

“assassina-
- tion devices” designed lo carry explosives
. in such unlikely placés as a telephone

handset, a cigarette pack or a flasalight.

The official, Lucien Conein, had gone

i to the firm last spring to inspeet elec-

< tronic surveillance equipment that DEA. )
v wanted to purchase, according to an’- -

}

agency spokesman, Robert I1. Feldkamp.

- Conein and a second DEA official, Cyril

I

Frank, also observed a demonstration
of the explosive equipment but did not
i-buy any of it, according to Feldkamp.

v A catalogue of equipment apparently

" ¢ sold by the company, B. R. Fox, describes

* several devices designed to carry ex-

{rplosives triggered by time, movement,

:‘mechamcal pressures, light, or audio

mechanisms.

The catalogue states, “The devices have
been designed and manufactured for sale
" to authorized agencies of the United

States government, specifically intended

for application outside of this country ...

The information contained hercin fis
© classified by “the manufacturer for U.S.
" government use only. The handling and

storage.of this material should be done
" so mindful of its sensitive nature.”

Feldkamp said that Conein and Frank
observed a demonstration of “several”
devices although Feldkamp said he did
niot know which devices they saw. Conein,
a former employee of the Central Intelli-

gence Agency, is acting chief of special
" operations and field suppart for the DEA’s
office of intelligence, Feldkamp said that
Conein's bffice is the operational arm of
the intelligence division and devises ways

to penetrate illegal drug operations.

Conein was not available for comment.

© Feldkamp said that Frank “said emphati-
cally that the demonstration was not re-
quested.”

Conein’s veaction to the dcmonsttatlon,
Teldkamp said, was, “‘Very interesting.
. However, that’s not why I'm here.”” Asked
“why the demonstration was made by the
" salesman, whom TFeldkamp said he could

not identify, Feldkamp replied, “Like any

good salesman, the guy was trying to

. make a sale, He was told DEA bhas not,

will not, does not purchase that type of

© equipment.”

The DEA did buy “a hundred bucks
" worth"” of electronics surveillance equip-
ment, which Feldkamp said1s “frequently
used [by the DEA] under court order.”

Asked why Conein watched the demon-
stration, Feldkamp said, “You'd probably
do the same thing out of curiosity or what-

- ever.”

Conein, a longtime employee of the CIA,

. left the agency in 1968 and joined the
. Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs,

DEA’s predecessor, ag a consultant in

June, 1972, according to Teldkamp. Ac-. .

“cording to testimony during the Senate
Watergate committee hearings, Watergate

conspirator E. Howard Hunt Jr. attempted -
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to use Conein as part of an effort to dis-
credit Daniel Ellsberg publicly.

According to Sen. Lowell P. Weicker
Jr. (R-Conn.), who released information
about the incident, Conecin speculated
that the Fox firm may have thought that
Conein was still at the CIA.

Conein apparently did not report the
demonstration of the equipment to any-
one at the DEA. Weicker said he told
DEA Administrator John R. Bartels about
the matfer on Monday and Bertels “was
as shocked and aghast as most people
would be” Weicker commented, “Things
have come to a pretty sorry pass when

“people start peddling’ this stuff to law

enforcement agencies and nobody thinks
it strange. Bugging equipment can be
used legally. There’s no way this cqmp-
ment can be used legally.” *

Fcldkamp said “It wouldn't be wiihin
the purview of DEA as a narcotics agency”
to review the legality of the explosxve
equipment.

A cover memeo dated June 10, 1974, writ- |

! ten on B.R. Fox stationery by a person
. Weicker identified as Mike Morrissey to
. Mitchell WerBell IiI, a Georgia arma-

ments dealer, states that equipment in an
accompanying catalogue of explosive
equipment “was demonstrated to Lou in
this office about three weeks ago . . .
I bring this to your attention in case you
have not yet seen the material, It is a

. listing of equipment that is available and

planned for Lou up heve.”

WerBell, who said he made and sold
silent automatic weapons to foreign
countries with the approval of the federal
government, said he had never seen
Morrissey’s menio because a former em-
ployce had intercepted it before WerBell
could see it,

- WerBcell said that he had talked yester
day to both Morrissey and Conein, Conein,
WerBell said, told him the equipment had
never - actually been made, “Lou's not in
the assassination business and neither am
I” WerBell said.

Morrissey could not he reached for
comment,

Barbara Fox Spindel, whose home ad-
dress is listed a3 the address for B.R, Fox
Laboratories, said in a telephone interview
last night that she had served as president
of the company, founded by her late hus-
band, but that she had disassociated her-
self from it last Dlarch because she and
Morrissey could not get along. She said
Morrissey withheld information from her
about the firm’'s business.

Mrs. Spindel said that B. R. Fox is no
longer functioning, that she knew nothing
about the explosive detices and that she

. had never seen the catalogue describing

them, “We never made explosive devices,”
Mrs. Spindel said, “We were making sur-
veillance devices. That was our field.”

Mrs. Spindel said she had received sev-
eral calls from reporters about the cata-
logue. “I don't even know what you people
are talking ahout. Thal's the worst part
of all this,” she sald.

Approved For Release 2005/11/21 : CIA-RDP77M00144R000600090029-9




< % THURSDAY, JANUARY. 2

-
+

PRI T S me—

\U.S. Aide Was Briefed on Assassin

- vestigation ©
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-|detail.

“[pole.”
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By NICHOLAS M. HORROCK
Speolal to The New York Times
{ WASHINGTON, Jan. 22—A
top official of the Federal Drug
Enforcement Administration
said -today that he had been
briecfed on what have been
described  as  electronic . . as-
sassination techniques by a pri-
vate manufacturer -of wiretap-
ping and bugging equipment.
| _The official, Lieut. Col. Lucien
‘Conein, acting director of the
special operations and field
support section of D.E.Als in-
ternational intelligence - divi-
sion, said that he received the
briefing in May, 1974, from re-
presentatives of the now de-
funct B. R, Fox Company.
Colonct Conein said he had
not asked for the briefing and
had no interest in the equip-
ment. c L
Several law enforcement offi-
cials and Senale investipators
said that this was the first time
they had scen evidence that'a
domestic Federal agency would
even look at assassination
equipment. : L.
Served In Salgon: .~ o~
According to .the Pentagon
papers on United  States in-
volvement in the " indochina
war, Colonel Conein was a se-
nior operative of the Central In-
telligence -Agency in Saigon in
1963 and served as liaison'be-
tween  the United . States
Government and forces that de-
posed, President Ngo - Dinh
Diem’
Senator Lowell P. Weicker
Jr., Republican o(f1 C;x.nncctxcprs,
n conducting an in-
e on f C.LA. Elgnvolvg-
ment with other 'overnment
agencies, sald that he Tas a
copy of the catalogue of|
nstruments, described to . Colo-
nel Conein. . :
- When qirestioned by a repor-
ter, Mr, Weicker described the
devices as “used for assassina-
tion, pure and simple.” S
. “There is no place !n'thls
country for this sort of thing’
he added. L
Mr. Weicker said that he had
brought the catalogue to the at-
tention of John Bartels, admi-
nistrator of the Drug Enforce-
ment -Administration, and that
he had interviewed Colonel
Conein and the colonel's depu-
ty, Searl Frank. He said that
the officials had assured him
that the agency had not pur-
chased any of the devices.
Senator Asks Question
The Senator said that he had
been told that the agency’s men
had done nothing to encourage
the manufacturer to think that
he might make a sale to their
agency. .
“My question was, why in the

'Ihell didn’t they do something to

discourage him,” Mr. Weicker

“isaid.

One of two men who briefed
Col. Conein, Michael Morrisscy,
told a reporter that he had met

.|with him for three hours, show-

ing him audio equipment and
going over the devices de-
Iscribed by Senator Weicker in

Colonel Conein, asked about
.Lhe briefing, said that he had
!not soticited the briefing on as-

-|sassination aspects of Fox's

equipment, and *“1 wouldn’t
touch that stuff with a 10-foot

He continued: . “That stuff is

:lonly good in a war, and who's
.[got a war? 1t was very sophisti-| ¢

cated stuff. They had a tele,
phone that could be triggered
by remote control. If the wrong

‘[person picked up the phcne,'
you'd blow him up.” 4

Colonel Congin S8t “rat he
had found the material “fascin-
ating” but that be had said
nothing to encowrage the idea
{hat the ageucy wouldlpurchase
such equipment. He said that he
had purchased about 5500
worth of audio equipment from
the B. R. Fox Company, which
he said could be used for bug-
ging.

The equipment he bought, he
said, cannot be used in the
United States without a courl

“|nrder but is for use in D.E.A'S

foreign operations. He said.
however, that the gcar had not
becn used, and “I still have it in

* The briefing for Colonel
Conein was cnnductgﬁ_b;r Mr.
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Morrissey and an unidentified
New York man on behalf of the
Fox Company, which had offi-
ces in Alexandria, Va., and New
York City. Mr. Morrissey said
that he had, presented details
on the ‘company's clectronic
surveillance  cquipment  and
what the catalogue calls “astro
equipment.” DR

Senator Weicker has obtained
a memo that he said was from
the files of the B, R. Fox Com-
:pany, written to an official of a
Georgia arms manufacturer,
that says:

“Encloscd is a catalog which
was put together only after we
started working together with
Lou Conein. I wrote out this
line. of ‘astro’ cquipment with
you and Lou in mind, and be-
cause of the nature of the devi-
ces, it is not being piven to any-
orte else . . . Some of this equip-
mént was demonstrated to Lou
in <this- office: about 3 weeks
ago.” - : o

“Memo is Signed ‘Mike’

The memo was dated June
10; 1974, and -was signed
Mikes - RN

Itjs part of the evidence
that has caused Mr. Weicker
to. question whether the rela-
tionship between Coloncl Co-
nein and the - assassination
equipment manufacturer was a
casual one.

When asked by a reporter]
about the memorandum, Colo-
nel Conein said that he was
shown it during an interview
with Senator Weicker, |

“I-told him I had no idea!
the context in which it was
written, and hat I had not
known Mr. Mertissey [before
the sales demonstration]. I said
if T was him [Senator Weicker],
I would turn the memorandum
over to the F.B.I and Jet them
investigate. I told him I would
be glad to take a polygraph on
the matter,”

Colonel Conein said_that he
had listened to a detailed pres-
cntation on the booby-trap, as-
sassma‘tion devices, but he did
not “discourage” the manufac-
turer because he presumed that

produce the explosive devices.

Colonel Conein told Senator
Weicker, as he had a reporter,
that "déspite the presentation

as a licensed electronics com-|,
pany it had the authority tol.
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metal rectangular modules. One
screw alb cach end secures top
on unit. Top is removed to
pack inside with explosive,”

Mt. Morrissey said that he
had prepared threc copies of
the catalogue, and that twd
copies were in the hands of
Federal officials, He declined
to identify the two officials or
the Government agency they
were connected with,

Mr. Morrissey also declined
to identify the person who had
introduced him to Colonel Co-
nein. The colonel said that he
could recall how he had learned
of the Fox concern but that its
name might have come from
an acquaintance in Washington.

Mr. Morrissey, who said that
he had a degree as an electron-
ics engincer, said that he de-
signed the equipment in carly
1974 as an outgrowth of his
work in the field of wirctaps
and room bugs. .

Mr., Morrissey, who also de-

" [scribed himself as a lawyer,

said thal  ibmehcedtmmhevmf
said that he believed the equip-
ment he designed, which he
said was an electronic trigger-
ing device; was legal as long
as it was not armed- with an
explosive. He said that it had
nonlethal applications to trig-
ger burglar alarms and ather
“anti-intrusion” equipment,

He said that he would con-
sider sclling. such devices only
to the Federal Government. -He
added, however, that he does
sell * “electronic  surveillance
equipment to local police.

Mr. Morrissey said that the
Fox Comparny was dissolved in
November, 1974, as a result]
of maangement differences, He|
saidw that he had shared man-
agement and control, of the

company with Mrs, Barbara
Spindel.  The name Fox was
Mrs. Spindel's maiden name,
Mr, Morrisey said. He said that
he continued to sell electronic
surveillance equipment as ap
individual,

Mrs. Spindel confirmed that
the company was no longer in
cxistence and said that she was
unaware Mr, Morrissey had
circulated a catalogue for such,
devices, Her hushand, the late
Bernard Spindel, who formed:
the B. R. Fox Company, was
often quoted as a wiretap ex-
pert. .

Several law eaforcement of-
ficials and eclectronic experts
who were interviewed indicat-
ed that the devices as described
in the catalogue appeared us-
able only for assassinalions or
for the hooby-trapping of pre-
mises.

One veteran industrial secu-
rity expert said that he saw
no domestic market for the de-
vices with privale companies,
“Even on military installatinns
or high security Goverament
agencics, {hese types of booby-
traps would be inappropriale,
you'd never know who you
might injure,” this source said.

Colonel "Conein said that he
became a consultant to the Bu- [
real of Narcotics and Dangerous
Drugs in 1972 and became a
full-time official of D.E.A. in
December, 1973. His nace came
up in Watergate committee
testimony when it was disclosed
that one of the Watergale burs
glars, E. Howard Hunt Jr., had |
met with Colonel Concin, Mr,
Hunt at the time was gathering
information to prepare bogus
cables that implicated President
Kennedy in President iDem's

assassination in 1963.

of the assassination. gear, he
had -selected B. R, Fox out of
several companies to provide
bugging cquipment. To make
this purchase, Colonel Conein
ignored the presentations of
several better-known corfcerns.

Mr, Bartels, the agency ad-
ministrator, said that he was
conducting an internal inquiry
into the transaction. )

Mr. Morrissey identified a,
copy of the catalogue obtained
by The-New York Times as a
photostat of one that he typed
in the .spring of 1974. The in-
formal catalogue said that the
material could not be delivered
for two weeks after order and
was for sale only to the United
States Government, The follow-

available: . .

delay ., 5 use inside telephone
handset.  Automatic  charge!
fired at—SEC' following lifting
of instrument- handpiece.
q“Cigarette pack — -antidis-
turbance explosive. Electronics
and explosive module packed
inside cigarette pack. When the
pack is lifted or moved in any
manuer, the cxplosive is - set

G"“Modified 'flashlight . ..
antidisturbance unit. Standard
Everyready ' 2D -cell - flashlight
has antidistarbance electronics
concealed jnside where batlcries

of the battery space is-pached
with explosive.” . .
“Remote - controlled, light-
a predeterniined charge across
its output terminals, when ac-
tivated from a remote location
according to its pre-set code.
Use with explosive for firing
upon the occurrence of certain
conditions relating to light in-
tensity.” . .
q"Booby-trapped, M-16 ex-
plosive clip. Use: A mechanical-
ly activaied electronic charge
circuit is built into & common
military item. Upon removal of
the single round in the maga-
zine, either by firing or by
hand -removal, the explosive
concealed in the magazine is
detonated.” ~ . -
| q“Fragmentation ball ~— anti-

ing are excerpts on each ilem|

4" Telephone handset insert.|'
[Miniature activator with time

ave beeil removed. Remeinder

activated sensor, Unit delivers, _
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turbance flashlight, BRF mode
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